
"Refugio de los Sueños," an Educational Center for High-Risk Youth 

On Friday September 18th, CEMPROC paid a visit to the Refugio de 

los Sueños, a day care and educational centre for low-income families 

and high risk youth in one of Quito’s poorest neighbourhoods. Accom-

panied by Pastor Monica Maher from the Lutheran Church in Quito, 

Omar Rodriguez and Julie Moreno were kindly received by Soñia, the 

executive director of the foundation, who gave them a tour of the buil-

ding in the neighbourhood of Toctiuco.  

After the tour, CEMPROC lead an activity where the older children ca-

me up with a short skit that would demonstrate the causes, consequen-

ces, outcomes, and possible impacts of bullying and violence. The chil-

dren then performed their skit in front of the smaller children, with the intention of demonstrating with actions what can 

happen when violence gets out of control.  

(Continua en la página 3) 

"Crecer en Paz" Project at El Comercio Public School 

On October 7th 2015, the CEMPROC team began a partnership with El Comercio 

School, a public institution located in the San Carlos neighbourhood of Quito. Like most 

public schools in the area, El Comercio 

is known for having problems with 

drugs, alcohol, and violence among 

their students, especially between 8 to 

12 years of age. The CEMPROC 

Director, with the help of our Program 

Coordinator, Julie Moreno, have 

designed a set of workshops in order to 

equip the teachers and Principal with 

the appropriate tools in order to resolve 

these conflicts once they arise, while 

helping to prevent them in the future. The 
(Continues on page 2) 
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The school´s teachers at the workshop on 

conflict resolution. 

The children eating lunch at the Center. 



      On September 1
st
 2015, an eight-week workshop on 

reconciliation began at the Methodist Church of Quito, 

which takes place every Tuesday night from 6:30-8:30 

pm. There are seven participants enrolled in the course, 

five men and two women, all of which are regular 

members of the church. The course is also free of charge 

for the participants and the Methodist Church itself. The 

training course employs the theory of peaceful conflict 

resolution and mediation, which combined with Christian 

values, will aid in resolving disputes within the 

community. Therefore, the primary objective (besides 

solving the conflict) is to promote the church’s 

philosophy, promote solidarity, empathy, and unity within 

the Christian faith, as well as alleviate the Pastor’s 

workload since the newly trained peacemakers will 

handle future conflicts. Upon completion of the eight 

sessions, CEMPROC will begin to work with children 

from the surrounding neighbourhood, by giving them the 

skills and tools they will need in order to act as promoters 

of peace. The seven participants who are currently being 

trained will act as the instructors for these children, as 

well as the instructors to other individuals who wish to act 

as peacemakers in the future. Given the success of the 

workshop, the CEMPROC team will look to replicate the 

reconciliation model in other churches of the evangelical 

Christian faith in order to create a network of 

peacemakers in each community. Starting in January 

2016, the 8 week workshop will begin at the Lutheran 

Church in Quito.  
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The Methodist Church: Workshop on 
Reconciliation and Conflict Resolution 

 

project is called Crecer En Paz (Growing up in Peace). The 

first workshop was composed of 14 teachers, all female, who 

teach the younger children from 7 to 12:30 pm. The 

workshop was held from 12:30 to 2:30 pm at El Comercio 

School. This first workshop was an introduction of the project 

to the school’s primary staff, which included an introduction 

of the theory and practice of children’s rights, positive 

discipline, and peace vs. violence, as well as a summary of 

the key concepts of mediation, negotiation, and reconciliation 

as methods of conflict resolution within the context of primary 

education. The need for this project is clear, as each of the 

14 participants expressed their discontent and lack of 

motivation for their role, given the difficult ambiance that 

characterizes the school at which they work. The CEMPROC 

Team is looking forward to working with El Comercio, as next 

week’s workshop will focus on bullying, violence, and conflict 

within schools. This workshop will touch on the theory, 

causes, and consequences of bullying as well as recommend 

possible strategies to mitigate and  reduce bullying in the 

future. 

(Continues from page 1) 

The teachers and Omar, our Director in 

Ecuador, atthe workshop on bullying. Our Director in Ecuador giving the 

workshop at the Mathodist Church. 



THANK YOU! 
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Together, we CAN make a difference.  Your support is 

needed and greatly appreciated! 

 Name__________________________________________ 

 Address________________________________________ 

 City______________ State__________    ZIP_______   
Email___________________________________________ 

 Amount enclosed: __ $25     ___ $50    ___$100   ___$300  
(Patron) ___Other$__ 

 I wish to make this gift  ___ IN HONOR  or ____ IN 
MEMORY of _______________________________. 

Address of honoree, if different from above: 

____________________________________________ 

Please make checks out to CEMPROC and return in 
enclosed envelope. Contributions are tax-deductible. Return 

to: 

C EMPROC - International 5110 Jekyll Rd. 

Cumming, GA 30040, USA 

Refugio de los Sueños is “home” to 70 children who come from 

broken and/or violent families. Although it is not an orphanage, 

there are some orphans who utilize the centre’s services on a 

daily basis. Most of the children have a parent in jail, have been 

abandoned, or have lost them to drugs/alcohol.  

Therefore, Refugio de los Sueños aims to provide a safe place 

where children can come after school until approximately 5 pm 

when their parents pick them up after work. It is free of charge 

thanks to the IESS (Instituto Ecuatoriano de Seguridad Social) 

who donates food and salaries for the employees who work at 

the centre. As a result, the children are able to come play, have 

lunch, and do their homework in a positive and supportive envi-

ronment, providing them with refuge from some of the hardship 

they face in their own homes. CEMPROC and the Lutheran 

Church are looking forward to possibly working with the Centre 

in the near future, by promoting the concepts of peace and non-

violence in the children who reside in the neighbourhood of  

Toctiuco. 

(Continues from page 1) 

Workshop on reconciliation and conflict resolution at 

the Methodist Church in Quito. 

CEMPROC greatly appreciates the support of the follo-
wing partners who contributed time and/or resources 
since the last newsletter:  

Louise Birchfield* Ling Chen & Jeff Pugh* Cane Creek 
Farm* Lynn & Chuck Pugh* Mary Jean Holden, Escuela 
El Comercio, Monica Thaher, Cecile Mouly, FLACSO 
Ecuador, Consuelo Sanchez, Sergi Cardona, Martin 
Cabezas, Fundación Esperanza, SICON, David Su-
lewski and Tibrine da Fonseca, Iglesia Menonita de 
Quito, Iglesia Metodista "Emanuel" de Quito, Iglesia 
Luterana de Quito, Refugio de los Sueños, Universidad 
Politecnica Estatal de Carchi, Luis Sanipatin, Fernando 
Tates, Jefferson Nazamues, Monica Cevallos 

* Indicates CEMPROC Patron 



Center for Mediation, Peace, and Resolution 

of Confli´cts—International 

 

5110 Jekyll Rd., Cumming, GA 30040, USA 

 

Homero Salas 359 y Altar, Quito - Ecuador 

(593) 330-1655 

FROM THE INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 

Dear friends, 

As 2015 draws to a close, I invite you to reflect with me on the importance of the peacebuilding training and education 
work that CEMPROC does.  In a world where the headlines are dominated by school shootings, war, xenophobia in the 
face of refugee flows, and hateful messages directed toward people from other groups, it can feel overwhelming and 
heartbreaking to try to think about what we as individuals can do to confront such daunting problems.  We know that the-
se are complex challenges, and they certainly will not disappear overnight.  However, there are practical and concrete 
steps that we can take, starting at a local level, to build the capacity of individuals and communities to manage conflict 
peacefully and effectively, and to serve as resources to help others prevent conflict from escalating to broken relations-
hips or violence.  Over and over, I have been inspired by the stories of the people who have benefited from CEMPROC's 
conflict resolution training and education programs in Ecuador and the United States, and the evidence of the positive 
outcomes from these programs sustains all of us in this labor of love.  

I remember watching as 'Miguel', a child who had dealt with low self-esteem by bullying his classmates, emerged from 
CEMPROC's Peace Promoters training as a strong leader in his school's peer mediation program and conflict resolution 
outreach commission.  I was proud to listen to him share his personal story of transformation with thousands of listeners 
across Latin America during a radio interview.  Surveys of children like 'Miguel' showed that they increased their feeling 
of empowerment and were less likely to remain as apathetic bystanders in the face of bullying after undergoing Peace 
Promoter training, compared to their responses prior to the program.  In addition to effective responses to school bull-
ying, CEMPROC is also cultivating the next generation of professional peacebuilders, equipping them with specialized 
skills to address conflict in border regions, involving refugees and immigrants as they negotiate coexistence with their 
host community.  Our summer institute on border issues this June resulted in a half-dozen articles being published in 
international media and blogs, several graduate theses exploring relevant topics, and one participant who adapted his 
proposal to successfully launch a peer workshop by Colombian trainers on addressing gender-based violence and esta-
blishing early-intervention systems for refugee women in Ecuador.  

I am proud of the excellent work being done by our graduates, and am pleased that CEMPROC helped give them skills, 
knowledge, networks, and a strong head start.  These programs work, and they are helping to address violent conflict at 
multiple levels.  We do, however, need your help in order to be able to continue offering them.  Financial support has 
gotten tighter this year, and I would like to make a special appeal, and ask that you consider making a donation to CEM-
PROC this month, joining us in building peace in Latin America and the United States. Whether it is a small one-time gift, 
or a recurring contribution, every bit helps!  If you are able to contribute at the level of a CEMPROC Patron or Peace 
Sustainer, we will even send you a free T-shirt so that you can show your support for peace to others.  Thank you for 
your loyalty and support. 

Happy holidays, 

Jeff Pugh, Executive Director 


